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Patrick foundation to host natuonal literacy offlclals

The' Patrick County Educa-
"tion Foundation in Stuart will
““host: representatlves of the
; /National: ! Gommission on
Adult Literacy.on Thursday.

- 'The all:day meeting at:the
5 foundatmn s offlces W111
. explore the. expenences and
“success'ofthe foundatlon ‘and

its partners:in .: ddressing
~adult literac

' Five of the commission’s 22
members will,participate in
~ the session, which will include
interviews JWIth GED recipi-
ents as well as leaders from
UPatrick - County ' and the
5 regmn S adult educatmn ser-

: Commlssmnmembers hope
5 to observe how the collabora-
" tion of civic'and government
agencies -in Patrick County
" have contributed to improved

_educational outcomes. They .
~will also explore ways private.
charitable contributions and.

g pubhc funding have helped

“increase access to education,
« raise’awareness ofthe impor-. ¢

tance of education, and learn

how the foundation’s- success

_in improving critical educa-;
tion indicators can be repli-
‘cated around the country.

" This independent commis-. -
“sion was launched by Dollar
- General Corp. and the Council -
+ for Advancement of Adult Lit-
‘eracy (CAAL)in October 2006.

The Dollar General theracy
Foundation is the lead .sup_-

‘porter of the initiative with a

donation of $1 million. The~

_commission is chaired by Dol-
“'lar General Chairman and
‘CEO David Perdue and: is

. comprised of a former gover- .

" nor, Fortune 500 CEOs, former.
‘congressional and .cabinet
‘members and other business,-

- education, literacy and pubhc

pohcy leaders. .
' The comm1sswn s, charge 15\

-to examine all components of
_the nation’s adult literacy
enterprise and make recom-
- mendations on how to chart a
future course:for ‘adult edu:

cation-and literacy service'in

’f'Amenca TIts challenge is'to*

brmg about mformed federal

-and, state public 'policy
“changes,
_involvement by'the business

motivate = more

“community and ‘move the

‘adult education and literacy. .
system out of the shadows ..
._'mto the educatlon main-

stream s :
Its pnmary goal is to
increase American economic

v1ta11ty and competitiveness, -
‘civic engagement, and quahty '

-of life.

The Patrick County Educa-
‘.tion Foundation and Patrick
County meeting is one of three

‘national site visits.,planned to

give commissioners a chance

~to see exemplary adult litera-’
.,cy programs in action. Other

visits- are - planned / to
Loujsville and Seattle.

. Aseries of research papers
Wlll be'-developed- to inform
the  commission’s delibera-

thllS, some of these are .
'expected to be pubhshed at
“the end of the study in:2008.
»The ma;]or outcome -of the

“commission’s work will be a

national report, complete mth
analysis ' and strategically
directed recommendations for
the business, literacy, eduta-

‘tion and philanthropic cofn-

munities.and for federal ahd
state govemment

"The Patrick County Educa—
tion Foundation was created
in 2001 as an economic devel-
opment initiative to provxde
leadershlp and programming
toraise education attamment
levels in the county. At that

.time, education attamment

levels in the county were néar
the bottom among Vlrglma s
rural counties.

The foundation and its part—,_
ners have been guiding the"
county ‘toward sugmﬁcant
increases in ‘college atten-

‘dance, adults with a- hlgh‘
“school. ‘diploma and work
“force trammg partlc1patmn

That success helped attract
the commission’s attentwn:f@

Cand’ led to its selection as one
of the; ‘commissioners’ three

national site v151ts





